[Advisability of carrying out mass prevention of infectious hepatitis with gamma globulin].
In Vilnius 15,183 pupils in 20 schools were observed for two years; in October, 1966, gamma globulin prophylaxis of infectious hepatitis was carried out among all the pupils of these schools. 17.062 pupils in 27 schools, who received no gamma globulin, were used for control. At the end of the first year of observation morbidity rate among the immunized children was found to be considerably lower than among the school children of the control group. During the second year of observation morbidity rate among the children of the "old" immunized group increased 3.5-fold and did not significantly differ from morbidity rate among the children of the control group. The latter increased 1.8-fold. The authors have come to the conclusion that the effect of gamma globulin prophylaxis on the epidemic process depends on the method of such prophylaxis. The method of prophylaxis by introducing gamma globulin immunization with universal coverage, as the use of the former method is not followed by an increase in total morbidity (i.e. among both immunized and nonimmunized children) during the second year after immunization, which is observed after prophylaxis by universal immunization.